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where the Club were, as usual, assembled for the dog-
days, have been selected from among several which Scott
at this time addressed to his friends in the South, with
the view of promoting Mr. Mackay's success in his debut
on the London boards as Bailie Jarvie.

TO MISS  JOANNA  BAILLIE, HAMPSTEAD.

The immediate motive of my writing to you, my dear-
est friend, is to make Mrs. Agnes and you aware that
a Scots performer, called Mackay, is going up to London
to play Bailie Nicol Jarvie for a single night at Covent
Garden, and to beg you of all dear loves to go and see
him; for, taking him in that single character, I am not
sure I ever saw anything in my life possessing so much
truth and comic effect at the same time: he is completely
the personage of the drama, the purse-proud consequen-
tial magistrate, humane and irritable in the same moment,
and the true Scotsman in every turn of thought and
action; his variety of feelings towards Eob Roy, whom
he likes, and fears, and despises, and admires, and pities
all at once, is exceedingly well expressed. In short, I
never saw a part better sustained, certainly; I pray you
to collect a party of Scotch friends to see it. I have
written to Sotheby to the same purpose, but I doubt
whether the exhibition will prove as satisfactory to those
who do not know the original from which the resem-
blance is taken. I observe tlae English demand (as is
natural) broad caricature in the depicting of national
peculiarities: they did so as to the Irish till Jack John-
stone taught them better, and at first I should fear
Mackay's reality will seem less ludicrous than Liston's
humorous extravagances. So let it not be said that a
dramatic genius of Scotland wanted the countenance and
protection of Joanna Baillie: the Doctor and Mrs. Baillie
will be much diverted if they go also, but somebody said
to me that they were out of town. The man, I am told,
is perfectly respectable in his life and habits, and eonse- the time he refers to (1817), John's name was on floating-
